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{HH PREACHER. 


‘Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 


A SERMON, 
BY L. & EVERETT. 

« Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and afler 
that have no more that theycando. But [ will fore- | 
warn you whom you shull fear;—Fear him which, 
after he hath killed, hath power to cast into hell ; yea, | 
J say uate you, Fear him :’—i.uke, xil. 4, 5. 

Such has been the astonishing credulity of | 
mankind, and such the degradation of the hu- | 
man mind, that doctrines of the most absurd | 
character, and systems involving contradic- | 
tions entirely ridiculous, have been received | 
as the truth of God. Reason, the gift = 
Heaven, has been laid aside, and its dictates | 
have been regarded, rather as the offspring of | 
carnal depravity, than the guideof truth As- | 
piring men have long set forth their own 
opinions as the standard of right, usurped the 
prerogative of thinking for their fellow beings, 
and ruled, with a rod of iron, the consciences | 
of men. 

Among the absurd ideas that have obtained | 
in the minds of men, is that of the endless 
misery of a portionof the human race. This 
doctrine has, in many instances, extended its 
pernicious influence over the whole soul, and 
corrupted all the otherwise ennobling priuci- | 
plesof the human heart It limits benevolence, | 
by confining it to those who are the supposed | 
favourites of God; it perverts charity, by con- 
tracting its sphere of action within the pale of 
the church; it enfeebies the mind, by present- 
ing before it certain imaginary evils to result 
from investigation ; and it produces misery in 
every heart where it obtajns aresidence. Do 
you want proof of these facts? Go ask the 
believer in this cruel doctrine how many are 
the objects of his love—his answer will be, 
“the Elect!” Ask him who are entitled to 
his charity—his answer will be, ‘the right- 
eous.”’ Ask him why he refuses to investi- 
gate the various subjects presented to his mind 
—his reply will be, that his soul may be en- 
dangered by so doing. Ask believers in this 
doctrine why their countenances are sad, why 
their heads are bowed down like the bulrush, 
why all their groans, and sighs, and tears— 
the answer is, they fear for themselves the 
direful wrath of God, and for others the un- 
told horrors of the damned ! 

















{ 
| 
| 
} 
' 





This doctrine, with its concomitants, has 
deluged the earth in blood. Cain, under the 


| supposition that God loved Abel better than 


himself, raised his murderous hand and slew 


| him: The ancient Jews, governed by a bar- 
| barous Theocracy, and viewing themselves as 


the favourites of heaven, slaughtered whole 
nations of men, women and children ;—In our 
Saviour’s time, we have instances of a similar 
kind, in the partiality and envy which was en- 
gendered by limited views of the divine cha- 
racter; and which led to the death of Jesus! 
With the history of the world, from that time 
to this, most of my hearers are acquainted, 
and néed not be told that partial views of God 
and his Grace, have led to conduct the most 
abominable, and cruelties the most horrid! 
Humanity mourns over a recital of the vile 
atrocities committed by the deluded votaries 
of Errour. 

But it is our duty to inquire whether the 
doctrine under examiaation be true or false. 
Do the scriptures and reason sustain a senti- 
ment so hostile to the more refined feelings of 


| the human heart, and so destructive of the 


more elevated and refined aspirations of the 
soul? Our reply is—if the bible, as a whole, 
teaches such a doctrine, it would rather go to 
impeach the book itself, than to substantiate 


| the absurd dogma I am examining: If one 


part of the sacred volume teach such a doc- 
trine, and the other part something else, there 
must be a palpabie contradiction somewhere. 
Does Iteason sustain a doctrine so ineffably 
abominable? If so, our reason was given us 
to destroy our rational peace ! 

Survey the Universe ; belold the expansive 
Earth ; it is peopled with an infinite variety of 
rational and sensitive beings. Man boasts of 
his superiour endowments and pre-eminent 
advantages: He considers himself the lord of 
this lower world :—-May I not ask,—In what 
respect is he superiour to the rest of animai 
creation, if it be not in the ability to obtain, 
and the capability to enjoy, superiour happi- 
ness! See all Nature clad in the garments of 
cheerfulness ; all animated creatures are free 
from serious ills—no prelibations of a dreadful 
eternity disturb their repose, or mar their. qui- 
etude. Why, then, should Man forebode in- 
describable horrours, and rob himself of an 
equal share of enjoyment? Does he ‘stand 


| alone upon a precarious foundation? Do the 
' superiour blessings allotted him consist in ten 
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‘thousand liabilities to be hurled from his ima- 
.ginary elevation to future endless torment ? Is 
he placed under obligations to be thankful for 
the gift of powers so depraved, of ene: gies so 
impotent, of senses so exquisitely fine ; that 
every effort but accelerates his ruin; that the 
tendency of every thought is to evil; that 
every fibre of his heart shal! hereafter be torn 
with pangs of infinite wrath ; and every liga- 
ment that binds him to life be tortured with 
immortal pains? Great God! are these our 
-superiour advantages? If so, take them froin 
us, that we may be beasts, and find in death 
unconsciousness and rest ! 

But bring into view the myriads of worlds 
and systems of worlds around us. Reflect that 
-this little planet is but a speck in creation ; 
and O, how little do we appear! And yet we 
talk of exciting anger in the bosom of the Al- 
mighty God—the Ruler of all worlds! Poor 
creatures of a day! And yet we toil, and 


mourn, and groan, to procure the favour of 


Heaven! We fear, and tremble, lest we shall 
be left to welter in hell! Poor finite worms! 
-think ye that God hath taken pains to makea 
hell of ceaseless wo for such vile creatures ’ 
Will he inake us food for eternal flame, when 
-one word will renovate our souls and save us 
forevermore ? QO, may reason guide us to a 
right understanding of our present subject, 
-that one more stumbling blo-k may be taken 
out of our way. 

Our text is generally understood as follows : 
1. That ovr Saviour intended to inform his 
disciples that they ought pot to fear men, inas- 
much as their enemies could do no more than 
killthe body. 2. That they ought to fear God, 
inasmuch as He was able to kill, and after- 
wards to cast both soul and body into hell. 3. 
That hell isa place or state of endless misery. 
On these opinions I remark, 

1. So far from its being true, that our Lord 
inculcated a disregard of their persona! safety, 
the fact is directly the reverse His object, as 
is evident from the context, was to apprize 
his followers of.their danger, and point out 
the way by which they could escape death — 
He told them that they were like sheep sent 
out amongst wolves, and affectionately exhort- 
ed them to be ‘wise as serpents, and harm- 
less as doves,” 
text in Matt. x. 17: ** Beware of men; for they 
will deliver you up to the councils, and they 
will scourge you in their synagogues; and ye 
shall be brought before governors and kings 
for my sake, for a testimony against them and 
the Gentiles.” They were also directed to 
flee from danger: * But when they persecute 
you in this city, flee ye into another.” ‘This 
shows that his design was, to caution them in 
such a manner that they: might avoid death 
from the violence of the populace. 


Unless we | 
conclude, therefore, that our Saviour taught In this declaration he calls their attention to 
+ 








See the context of the parallel | 


- —— teen cay 


his followers, at one moment, to avoid danger 
—to beware of men; and in the same breath, 
not to avoid it, but to court death, we shall 
be led to believe that his principle object was, 
to inculcate a sense of the propriety of pre- 
serving their precious lives, and thus extending 
their usefulness. 

2. I find nothing, either in the text or con- 
text to sustain the notion that the disciples 
were instructed to fear God on account of his 
being able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 
He uses language directly calculated to inspire 
his disciples with unrestrained love, and con- 
fidence in God. He informs them that nota 
sparrow falls to the ground without his notice ; 
that even the hairs of their heads were all 
numbered, and adds, in direct alJusion to his 
fatherly kindness, * Fear ye not, therefore, ye 
are of more value than many sparrows.” See 
Mat. x. 31. Here we are again involved in 
difficulty, if we admit the common opinion to 
be correct. [t would make Christ say, verse 
28, fear God, for he is able to burn you up in 
hell; and in verse 31, fear him not, for ye are 
of more value than many sparrows in his esti- 
mation, yea he has numbered the hairs of your 
heads and not one sha!! be destroyed ! ; 

3, But admitting that God was able to de- 
stroy those persons in hel! ; does it follow that 
hell is a place of endless torment? Who 
knows that even hell shall not have an end? 
If God is able to destroy an immortal soul, one 
would think he might annihilate that worst of 
evils. With these remarks I dismiss, for the 
present, the common ideas predicated of our 
present subject, and desire your attention to 
its explanation. 

I shall endeavour to obtain an understand- 
ing of our -ubdject by taking up the text in 
parts, as it occurs, and offering such remarks 
as It may require. 

1. * Be not afraid of them that kill the body, 
and afier that have no more that they can do.” 

We have already discovered that it could 
not have been the intention of the divine 
‘Teacher to urge upon his followers a disregard 
of their personal safety. We must therefore 
understand this part of our text in a qualified 
sense. He intended they sltould * beware of 
men,” forthey would deliver them up to coun- 
cils, and they would scourge them in their 
synagogues. Butthese * men” which I.shall 
consider the common people, were by no means 
the most to be avoided... Their malevolence 
and malignity were to be viewed, in a subor- 
dinate sense, as alarming; but they could do 
no more than deliver them over to the councils 
avd there appear as witnesses against them, 
But they could not déstroy either soul or body 
in hell. But again, 

2. “Iwill forewarn you whom you shall 
fear.” p 
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the principal cause of alarm. ‘The common 

ple were instigated to insult and persecute 
the followers of Christ ; but there was another 
cause of alarm, without whose consent even 
the infuriated rabble could not lawfully injure 
ahair of their heads. 

3. “ Fear him which, after he hath killed, 
hath power to cast into hell” 

We are now concerned to know who is this 
fearful personage: And in giving “ mine opin- 
jon,” I may differ from all others who have 
written or spoken on the subject. I am well 
aware tLat the géneral impression is, that Gud 
isthe person here intended ; but to such an 
idea I cannot subscribe. The context, as al- 
ready noticed, which represents our heavenly 
Father as an object of supreme love and cun- 
fidence, forbids that we should apprehend dan- 

from falling into his hands. But especially, 


‘the primitive disciples, to whom the text was 


addressed, were the peculiar objects of his 
regard. These, and other considerations which 
Ishall soon lay before you, have led me to 
conclude that the chief magistrate of the San- 
hedrim (and not the Ruler of the Universe) 
was the person intended. 
pear strange to many, while others may think 
it actually absurd; but strange things are 
sometimes foundto be true. But some critick 
may be ready to exclaim—What! would the 
speaker attribute to the Sanhedrim of tle Jews 
the power to cast both soul and body into hell ? 
I answer Yes! and though orthodoxy may 
distort her grizzly features at an avowal of 
the fact, I shall render her own concessions 
subservient to my attempts to prove it so.- 

Having thus given a brief but explicit statement 


. of my views of the text, 1 now proceed to lay | 


before you some arguments to prove them cor- 
rect; and have wuly to request the candid and 
impartial attention of my respected and en- 
lightened hearers. 
1, The term Hew as usedin the text does 
not signify a state or place of misery in an- 
world. .In proof of this proposition | 
submit the following arguments and facts. 
1. There are four different words in the ori- 
ginal languages in which the bible was written, 
which are rendered, in our common version, 


by the English word hel/. These words, as | 


is conceded by all limitarian writers of any 


celebrity, are uf different significations. ‘I‘his | 


fact, of itself, is enough to put us upen the 


inquiry whether cither, and if either, which | 


of these four words was used by the inspired 


penmen to signify a place or state of endless | 


torment: For .if these words were primarily 
different in their signification, it follows that 
do not mean the same thing ; and if either 
ignifies~any such thing we ought to know 
‘which it is, that a confusion of ideas may be 
prevented. 
2. The four words translated hell are the 
following: 1. Sheol. 2. Hades. 3. Tartarus. 


Th.s idea may ap- | 


4. Gehenna. Of the first, Sheol, it need only 
be remarked that Dr. Campbell, an orthodox 
Presbyterian of much learning and piety, up- 
hesitatingly admits that it only signifies “ the 
state of the dead in general, without regard to 
the goodness or badness of the persons, their 


happiness or misery.” See preliminary Dis. 
vol. 1, page 274. This settles the question so 
far as relates to the word Sheol. ‘The next in 
order is Hades. ‘This word is allowed on all 
hands to signify the same as that just noticed. 
Concerning its signification Dr. Campbell ob- 
serves: “In my judgement, it ought never in 
scripture to be rendered ell, at least not in the 
sense wherein that word is now universally 
understood by Christians.”” He continues— 
¥in the Old Testament the corresponding. 
word is Sheol ;” and adds, ‘*in translating 
that word [Sheol] the Seventy (who translated 
the Hebrew bible into Greek) have almost in- 
variably used Hades.” ‘This word occurs just 
eleven times in the New Testament, and is 
translated ten times hell, and once Grave. Let 
it suffice to add—it in no case signifies any 


|thing like a place of endless misery—but 


| simply, the state of the dead without regard to 


| their happiness or misery. ‘The next word, 
| Tartarus, translated hell, occurs but once in 
| the bible—2nd Peter, ii. 4: “ For if God spa- 
red not the angels that sinned, but cast them 
down to hel! [Tartarus] and delivered them 
into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto 
judgement,” &c. That this does not signify 
a place of endless wo, is evident from the 
consideration, that those beings who were 
| cast into it, were to be retained there unto 
judgement, whereas the advocates of endless 
hell-torments do not pretend that any will go 
to that place, until after the judgement. If 
they should once let a prisoner out of their 
heil, it would trouble them to get him back 
again. 

3. But we are more particularly concerned 
with the signification of the word Gehenna, as 
that occurs in the original of our text; and 
that is the only word which is supposed, by the 
learned, to signify a place of endless misery: 

In support of my general proposition, viz. 
that “the term hell, as used in cur text, does 
not signify a state of endless misery,” I urge 
| the following considerations : 

1. By attending to the other words transla- 
ted hell, we have found that by common con- 
sent neither of the three were originally used 
' to signify what is now generally understood by 
the English word fell. But I would confine 
your attention particularly to the word Sheal, 
which was the only word translated hell in the 
Old Testament. 

2. God, in making a revelation of his will 
and purposes to mankind. would be likely to 
communicate those important facts in the lan- 
guage used by the people to whom the revela- 
lion was made, and according to the common 
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aeceptation of the words composing or consti- 
tuting such language. Otherwise, revelation 
would be no revelation at all. 

3. The only language in which the word 
Gehenna occurs is that addressed to the Jews 
or Hebrews, as must be conceded by every 
one who is familiar with his bible. I defy con- 
tradiction when I affirm, that this word is never 
used in any writings addressed by the inspired 
penmen to the Gentiles. ‘Ihis, then, being 
the case, it would seem to follow, that if our 
Saviour taught the notion of an endless hell, 
by using the word Gehenna, the Jews must 
have understood such to be the meaning of 
the term. Otherwise a revelation of such doc- 
trine, of which it must be confessed they were 
previously ignorant, would have required ano- 
ther revelation to explain it. 

4. That the Jews did not understand this 
term as signifying such a state or place of pun- 
ishment, is evident from the following facts :— 
1. ‘This word is originally (as admitted by Dr. 
Campbell whose admissions may be considered 
good evidence in this case, and whose opinions 
] shall take the liberty to use) a compound of 
the two Hebrew words ge hinnom, the valley 
of Hinnom, a place near Jerusalem, of which 
we hear first in the book of Joshua. See Josh. 
xv. 8, where speaking of the boundaries of 
the possessions of the tribe of Judah the wri- 
ter says—‘‘ And the border went up by the 
valley of the Son of Hinnom unto the south 
side of the Jebusite; the same is Jerusalem: 
and the border went up to the top of the moun- 
tain that lieth before the valley of Hinnom 
westward, which is at the end of the valiey of 
the giants northward.” Here we learn what 
was originally intended by the two words com- 
posing Gehenna—they were used to designate 
a certain valley contiguous to Jerusalem! {t 
was in this valley that the cruel sacrifices of 
helpless children were made by fire to Moloch, 
the Ammonitish idol under the reign of Ma- 
nasseh the successor of Hezekiah. See 2nd 
Chron. xxxiii. 6: ** And he caused his children 
to pass throngh the fire in the valley of the son 
of Hinnom.” The place was also called Tophet, 
and that, as is supposed, from the noise of 


drums, (Toph signifying a drum,) a noise | 


raised on purpose to drown the cries of the 
helpless infants. Now this word, as admjtted 
by the writer whose opinions I have so fre- 
quently adverted to, is never used in the Otd 
‘Pestament to signify a state of torment here- 
after. "his being a fact which no one can 
deny, I demand what meaning would the 
Jews be likely to attach to it, on hearing it 
used by our Lord? Would they, contrary to 
all former usage, transfer its meaning from a 
place with whose locality and history they had 
been familiar from their infancy, to an unseen 
world, with the ‘concerns of which they were 
at that time almost entirely unacquainted? By 
what rale of interpretation, then, can we ar- 
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rive at the conclusion that it means a hell of 
ceaseless torment? But, 2. We must notice 
the ingenious sophistry of our authour. He 
says of this place, “ As it was, in proecss of 
time, considered an emblem of hell, or the 
place of torment reserved for the punishment 
of the wicked in a future state, the name 7Z'o- 
phet came gradually to be used in this sense, 
and at length tw be confined to it.” — Pre). Dis. 
Vol. 1, page 273. Now observe; he does not 
pretend that the word originally signified an 
eternal hell, but admits the reverse, viz. that 
it did not meanmany such thing : But in “ pro- 
cess of time”’ it was considered an emblem of 
hell: And to cap the climax, he adds—** J’o- 
phet came gradually to be used in this sense, 
and at length to be confined to it!’ Now the 
question arises; if this is the only term used 
in the original scriptures, which signifies a 
place of endless burnings, and this came gra- 
dually to be used to express such an idea, how 
did the people prior to the time spoken of con- 
vey any such idea? The conviction rushes 
upon the mind, that no such idea was ever 
known to the ancients, nor had it ever enter- 
ed into their hearts to conceive of such a place. 
Alas! Poor Orthodoxy—time has been when 
thou didst not exist! But at what period of 
tine the idea I am examining began to be ex- 
pressed by the term Gehenna we are left to 
conjecture. I will hazard an assertion ;—the 
term was made to signify a place of endless 
burnings, when the trae Church of God fled 
into the wilderness—when the Man of sinex- 
alted himself above God—when men losta 
natural sense of the goodness of the Eternal 
—when priests assumed the prerogative of 
holding the keys of Heaven and Hades— when 


artificial distinctions began to be made, and 


faith took the place of virtne—then, (and not 
before) as Dr. Campbell expresses it, a simple 
word, the name of a piece of land owned by 
the son of H:nnom, ‘began to be used” to 
convey the hell-begotten idea of immortal 
pains and infivite woes. For thousands of 
years no such place had been conceived of. 
David was made to suffer the pains of hell in 
its original sense, and was delivered by the 
mercy of God from the lowest ; Jonah cried 
from the belly of hell and God heard his voice ; 
the Gospel was preached by Jehovah to Abra- 
ham, but no hell was mentioned. It was Jeft, 
therefere, for deluded men, to kindle the fuel 
of Almighty wrath with the thunders and liglit- 
nings of the Vatican, and for cunning priests 
to perpetuate the delusive theory by exciting 
popular clamour and subduing the better rea- 
son of their victims. But I have not yet done. 

A circumstance which goes to substantiate 
what has already been advanced, is the follow- 
ing: ‘The word Gehenna is used but. just 
twelve times in all the New Testament. ‘Two 
times out of the twelve, it is acknowledged 
to be used in a figurative sense and not to 
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mean a place of future misery, which leaves 
but ten instances in which it can be supposed 
to signify sucha place. Now I demand—is it 
rational to suppose that divine wisdom would 
have selected a word of equivocal meaning, 
and used it without an explanation, in langnage 
addressed to a people who had always under- 
stood it to mean a valley in the vicinity of 
Jerusalem, to convey what in modern times is 
considered an all-important idea? But what 
is more-—-Would he have used this equivocal 
word but ten times to convey such aa idea? 
But more yet— Would he have used it only in 
language addressed to the Jews? Brethren, 
it would be an-astonishing thing to hear an 
orthodex sermon in these times of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord, that does not 
contain the word hell in a score of instances 
atleast. And if our divines of the present 
day are in tae way of their duty in preaching 
hell so much and so fervently, our divine Lord 
must have strangely neglected his. 

Again: What the apostles heard in the clo- 
set or in whispers, they were commanded to 
proclaim on tlhe house top, to all the world. 
The fair presumption is, they did their duty. 
But O, marvellous! In all their preaching, 
for more than thirty years, notwithstanding 
they faithfally obeyed the injunctions of their 
Master,-—in all their preaching I repeat, they 
never once used the word now under examina- 
tion. These faithful servants of Christ—these 
accredited ambassadors of the Eternal God, 
never said a word about this fancied hell. I 
come, then, ta,this conclusion, viz. that nei- 
ther of the am translated hel] were used to 
signify a state of endless misery. That both 
Hades and Gehenna are sometimes used to ex- 
press, figuratively, the punishment of sinners 
1 have no inclination to deny, but I feel bound 
to declare that they do not imply that such 
punishment is to be in another world; the 
reverse is doubtless the fact. 

Ihave laboured longer perhaps than was 
necessary on this topick. Imight, without 
taking so great pains have only confined my- 
self to the strict literal sense of the word as 
itoccurs in our text, which would cicar us 
from every difficulty, but 1 prefered to exhibit 
my reasons, and the evidences on which my 
interpretation of the text is predicated, that 
ty hearers might understand it for themselves. 
* Again—I add one more fact and shall then 
proceed: Mr. Parkhurst, the learned authour 
of the Greek and English Dictionary, who was 
by no means a Universalist, says, ‘‘In the 
New Testament ‘a Gehenna of fire,’ [ Matt. 
v. 22,] does, I apprehend, in its outward and 
primary seuse, relate to that dreadful doom of 
being burnt alive in the valley of Hinnom.”— 
Now, I contend with the authour of the Greek 
and English Testament, that this is not only 
the outward and primary sense, but certainly 
the most awful sense that either ought or can, 





with any justice to the subject, be attached to 
the word. 

2. This being understood of the text, a dil- 
ficulty may arise in the minds of some, as re- 
gards the personage who had power to cast 
both soul and body imo Gebeuna. On this 
subject I remark, l. In process of time the 
valley of Hinnom was cenverted from its for- 
mer use, and became a place of filth and cor- 
ruption. ‘The people were prohibited from 
sacrificing their children to the iron god, Mo- 
loch; and to prevent the effluvia of this ap- 
cient hell from injuring the health of the citi- 
zens of Jerusalem, a continual fire was com- 
manded to be kept up in that abominable place. 
See Isa. xxx. 33: ‘* Tophet is ordained of old ; 
yea forthe king it is prepared ; he hath made 
it deep and large; the pile thereof is fire and 
much wood; the breath of the Lord, likea 
stream of brimstone, doth kindle it.”” Now, 
2. At length, it was used as a place of execu- 
tion, in which those guilty of capital offences 
were burned alive. This punishment was con- 
sidered, and justly so, the most horrid of any 
that could be inflicted; consequently it was 
dreaded more than any other. 38. No person 
could be subjected to death in that ¢creadful 
manner, but by the express decision of the 
Sanhedrim Of this fact we are informed by 
Josephus. In relating the circumstances of 
the death of Hezekias by the hands of a per- 
son named lierod, (the son of Antipater,) it is 
declared that in so doing Herod had trans- 
gressed the law, ‘‘ which had forbidden to slay 
any man, unless he had been first condemned 
to suffer death by the Sanhedrim.” Ina note 
it is added—*“ It is here worth our while to 
remark, that none could be put to death (law- 
fully) in Judea, but by the approbation of the 
Jewish Sanhedrim, there being an excellent 
provision in the law of Moses, that even in 
criminal causes, and particularly where lite 
was concerned, an appeal should lie from the 
lesser counci!s of seven in the other cities, to 
the supreme council of seventy-one at Jerusa- 
lem. And this is exactly according to our 
Saviour’s words, when he says, (Luke xiii. 33,) 
‘It could not be that a prophet should perish 
out of Jerusalem.’” See this; Josephus, Ant. 
Vol. 3, Chap. ix. page 151. 

Now taking into view our context we see a 
propriety in supposing that oar Saviour inten- 
ded to caution his followess against falling into 
the hands of those constituting the Sanhed- 
rim. He cautions them first to beware of men, 
i.e. the common people, inasmuch as.they 
would deliver them up to councils, (probably 
meaning the councils of seven in each city,)- 
who should scourge them, &c. ‘The danger, 
however, which they had reason to apprehend 
from that quarter, could arise only from the 
lawless outrages of the populace, who had no 
legal right to take life in any case. But they- 
might deliver them into the hands of the sube 
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ordinate councils, who in their turn might in- 
flict severe punishments upon them. ‘This is 
rendered farther probable from the circum- 
stance of the disciples having been directed to 
flee from city to city when persecuted, which 
would necessarily expose them, not merely to 
one, but to many of those petty tribunals.— 
The danger of falling into the hands of those 
tribunals might have been augmented by the 
disordered state of affairs at that time. It may 
well be supposed that anarchy and confusion 
prevailed among the people, inasmuch as the 
rulers held their power by a frail tenure, and 
were themselves subject, with all their fan- 
cied greatness, to the Roman government. I 
am not prepared to say, therefore, with any 
great degree of positiveness that the Sanhed- 
rim, at that time, had the legal power of life 
and death at all. [t may have been vested in 
the hands of the Roman Governour. Those 
authours whose oyinions I have consulted, are 
not very explicit on this point; and consider- 
ing the fact that history is vague, and has left 
many facts, as to point of time, quite in the 
dark, it may be prudent to let the matter rest. 
But no matter in whose hands this power was 
vested, it remains evident that such person or 
such tribunal whoever or whatever it might 
be, was the great cause of our Saviour’s ap- 
prehensiveness. 

But if the Sanhedrim were intended by the 
phrase “FEAR HIM,” &c. an objection may 
arise on the ground that the singular number 
is used, indicating an individual and not se- 
venty-one persous who composed the chief 
council. I reply: this objection is easily re- 
moved wher we consider that reference may 
have been made tothe chief officer of that 
council. If I should caution one of my hear- 
ers against falling into the hands of the Court 
of Oyer and Terminer, it might be understood 
of the sheriff, judges and jurors. Hence, al- 
though our Saviour spake in the singular num- 
ber, he might have been understood in the 
sense I understand the text. But setting all 
this aside, he might have adopted such lan- 
guage out of policy, as he was speaking in 
the presence of many who were seeking for 
opportunities to accuse him of crime, and par- 
ticularly of treason. But admitting all my 
arguments false, and that no earthly tribunal 
was intended, it would still remain to be pro- 
ved that our Lord intended to be understood 
as warning them to fear God, with a slavish 
dread of his power to cast them into hell. We 
might with far greater propriety understand 
him as alluding to the imaginary devil of or- 
thodoxy: For that semi-almighty personage, 
if they tell us the truth, has more to do with 
hel] than even God’himself. And, indeed, 
without the devil’s consent, I cannot conceive 
that the Eternal could with all his power cast 
ap immortal soul into that dreadful abyss. 

3, Fear him who is able to destroy both soul 
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aud body in Gehenna. On this part of the 
text I observe, 1. Admitting that God is the 
person intended, and that he is ABLE to de- 
stygy both soul and body in an endless hell— 
does it follow that he is wILLING to do so? We 
are informed that he is NoT wILLING that any 
should perish—nay, that his w1Lt is to “ have 
all men to be saved,” &e. 2. Admit farther, 
that God is intended in this text, are our oppo- 
nents ready to assent that God ever did, ever 
will, or ever can cast these frail, mortal, chang- 
ing BopIEsS into an eternal hell? Let them 
refer us to an instance that proves our bodies 
capable of being sent to their endless furnace 
of brimstone and wrath, and then, but not 
before, we will believe them. 3. But admit 
farther that both soul and body will go to hell 
—does this prove the doctrine of endless mise- 
ry? By-no means. That would only prove 
the entire destruction or annihilation of both! 
Observe—“ who is able to pEstRoY both soul 
and body,” &e. 4. But laying aside all this, 
and admit that hell is a place or state in ano- 
ther world—does that prove the eternity of its 
duration? How do we know it will lasta 
century, a year, a month, a week,aday? O, 
Christians! blow at the bellows of wrath, or 
your fire of hell will go out! , 

But you ask, yhat are we to understand, by 
being able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell? LIanswer: The term Soud signifies the 
life or moving principle of the organick nature 
of man. I willonly refer you to one passage 
which will serve to illustrate this fact: Mark, 
viii. 35— For whosoever will save his life 
shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life 
formy sake and the gospel’s the same shall 
save it.” Now observe: the word rendered 
life in this passage, is the same as that render- 
ed soul in our text. Should we render it soul 
in the passage just quoted, it would make 
nonsense of it. it would then make our Sa- 
viour say— whosoever will save his soul shall 
lose it; but whosoever shall lose (i. e. damn) 
his soul for my sake shall save it! This is to 
my purpose. It shows us that nothing but the 
principle of animal life was intended by the 
term rendered soul in our text. This being 
understood of the term soul, we are prepared 
to understand this latter part of our subject. 

A moment’s attention to the manner in 
which persons were destroyed in the valley of 
Hinnom will remove every difficulty. After 
the malefactor was condemned by the Sanhed- 
rim, they set him in. a dung-hill up to the 
knees: and they put a towel about his neck, 
and one pulled one way, and another the op- 
posite, till by thus strangling him they forced 
him to open his mouth. Then they poured 
boiling lead into his mouth, which went down 
into his belly and so burnt his bowels. See 
Dr. A. Clark on the place. After this process 
had been gone through with, which effectually 
destroyed the life of the unfortunate being, and 
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that in the most shocking and ignominious 
inantier, his body was left to become the prey 
of the devouring element which burned with- 


out cessation in that horrid place of defilement, 


corruption and death. 


Having presented you with the more mate- 


rial facts connected with our subject, | may be 
allowed to paraphrase the text according to my 
explanation, in order that you may behold at 
one view the substance of what has been said, 
and so be prepared to judge of the accuracy of 
my views. ‘Fear not the common people as 
the source of your worst calamities, for they 
have no legal right totake your lives, and at 
most can only kill your mortal bodies, but are 
not able, or have not the power to turn melted 
lead down your iaroats; but rather fear the 


supreme authority, the chicf despot of the | 


grand council or Sanhedrim, for he is able, or 
has the power, not only to kill you, but to do 
it in the most distressing manner, and then to 
leave your bodies, after life is extinct, to be 
consumed in that abhorred place contiguous to 
Jerusalem, the valley of Hinnom—yea, fear 
him.” 

But, O, turn, beloved followers—turn your 
admiring vision from these scenes of mortal 
suffering, to the bright face of your heavenly 
Father! Witness his kind regard for you, 
and his forbearance towards his rebellious 
children. He takes care of the little sparrows ; 
not one falls to the ground without his notice : 
And can he forget you? O, no! The hairs of 
your heads are all numbered—ye are of more 
Value than many sparrows. Fear not, there- 
fore, ye little band of veterans in the cause of 
truth! Though your partial, sensorious, and un- 
godly enemies conspire to kill you ail the day 
long, a brighter sun will yet illuminate your 
path. Go forth, therefore, and proclaim the 
gospel of peace—the tidings of a world’s salva- 
tion; avoid their snares; keep the unity of 
the spirit among yourselves in the bonds of 
peace; and believe me, the day of deliver- 
ance is at hand.” 

This, in the opinion of your speaker, was the 
purport of the subject and its connexions, as 
originally communicated by him who came to 
commend the love of God to a sinful world. If 
I am wrong, I stand ready to be corrected, but 
if right, 1 pray God that my views may become 
yours. If I am'so happy as to have relieved 
the mind of even one, by removing another ob- 
stacle from the way of peace, I shall be well 
repaid for the labour I have bestowed: and if 
Ihave failed altogether it is in a good cause 
and I submit. 

But whether right or wrong, in my view of 
our subject, I cannot err in recommending it to 
ac gg to trust in God, ratherthan in man. 

‘ake, then, the matter before God, compare it 





| from viewing the works of nature. 





| 


| 














CRIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 








FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
THE ESSAYEST, NO. 2, 

The christian revelation has disclosed to us 
many noble and valuable truths—truths which 
give us a more exalted rank among the crea- 
tures of God, which make us capable of rising 
to a higher pitch of excellence and of receiving 
more sublime satisfaction from contemplating 
the works of our Almighty Father. But this 
revelation was not made to the brute creation ; 
it could do them no good, for they are ineapa- 
ble of relishing its beauties; but it was made 
to rational beings and demands the exercise of 
all the powers they possess. It might as well 
have been made to brutes as man if we by vol- 
untary resigning the exercise of our reason 
make ourselves the same. 

Revelation is not to be depreciated ; but re-" 
velation comprises not more than half the truly 
excellent system of religion called Christianity. 
The supernatural relations recorded in the 
scriptures give us indeed very exalted concep- 
tions of the Deity ; bu: he who is unacquaint- 
ed with the volume of nature, though he may 
have read the Bible a thousand times over will 
be a stranger to those sublime emotions which 
a view of the magnitude, variety, order and 
harmony of the universe would constantly in- 
spire. 

The scriptures declare Jehovah to be infi- 
nite in power; but no man from reading this 
declaration can have so clear or so forcible 2 
demonstration of Almighty power, as he een 
To justi- 
fy this assertion, let any one compdre the emo- 
tion the reading of this sentence excites in his 
bosom, with the one he feels when he con- 
templates the endless variety wit which the 
earth is adorned—when he views the majesty 
of the ocean—the dashing of its waves; when 
he marks the excessive height of the firma- 
ment—listens to the roer of thunder which 
seems to shake the distant heavens, or when 
borne on the pinions of astronomy, he sees 
suns rise on suns and systems of worlds on sys- 
tems, till wearied thought lost in the sublimity 
of the scene, he exclaims—“‘Great are the 
works of the Lord ; they have no bounds.” 

The bible pronounces the wisdom of God to 
be infinite ; we early assent to the proposition, 
and suppose it must be true because the bible 
declares it; but the very moment we begin to 
survey the Creator’s works—observe the nice 
design and unbroken order which everywhere 
prevails—the numerous proofs of contrivance 
seen in the adaptation of one thing to another : 
conviction flashes upon the minc-—we feel the 
force of demonstration, and prostrating our- 


with the scriptures of truth, bearit to the throne | selves before the altar of wisdom, are lost in 
of Grace in your prayers, ond bcaven will add | silent admiration. 


@ blessing —Amen. 
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Revelation pronounces the Authoar of owr 














192 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





being Good, and gives us a clue by which we 
can trace his benevolence through all his 
works ; but it is to his providence, his mode of 


dealing with his children, and to the blessings | 


he actually bestows upon them we must ulti- 
mately appeal for that irresistible conviction 
which fastens upon the mind and calls forth 
the gratitude of the heart. It is in his works 
‘that the Creator is beheld and his character 
ascertained. I do not mean we could have 
learned him in these, had he not given us a 
revelation in his word; but having received 
this, our vision is now extended, and while 
we contemplate nature through its medium, 


we shall discover the evidences required to | 
demonstrate the perfection of the Deity, must | 


be collected from what he has done. 

Let no one think he will dishonour God by 
learning the greatness, beauty and utility of 
his works. There is no danger of our form- 
ing too elevated conceptions of the Deity, or 
of ascribing to him greater perfection than he 
actually possesses. As he is known only by 
what he has done, we must become acquaint- 
ed with his works if we would have correct 
views of his character. Every page we read 
in the great volume of nature, will more for- 
cibly impress our minds with a sense of his 
unlimited power, wisdom and benevolence. 
Study then his works, whether you view 
creation as an immense body created and,sus- 
tained by the Deity, or attempt the analytick 
investigation of any particular portion, you 
will find cause at every step to pause and 
adore the Creator. 

This study would have a tendency to en- 
large the mind, to expand its ideas of benevo- 
lence, and to correct those selfish views which 
degrade too many of our race. The great 
reason why so many narrow, contracted sys- 
tems of religion have been imposed upon us, 
is, because their advocates never considered 
the immensity of the Creator’s works; but 
confined themselves to a few topicks in theo- 
logy, without inquiring how their descriptions 
would agree with that character of God which 
is displayed in the vast assemblage of beings 
and things which we denominate the universe. 
Had the manufacturers of our creeds kept a 
steady eye on the number of inhabitants on 
the earth in each generation—had they consi- 
dered that about eight hundred millions ef in- 
habitants enter on our earth and pass off again 
in about thirty-three years—that each of these 
beings was created by the same Almighty 
Power, and supported during his stay here by 
the same ever watchful Providence, with 
about the same degree of loving kindness ; I 
cannot but think they would have discarded 
that exclusive spirit which they have laboured 
so industriously to infuse through our hearts. 
Had they considered of this vast number of 
beings, that each individual is made capable 

@ exdlfed felicity or deep anguish, they must | 


| have been shocked to have preached a doc- * 





trine which banished all from happiness to 
eternal pain except a few, say eight or ten 
million, who happen to agree in the essential 
articles of certain creeds. What benevolent 
soul can read over the “‘ Confession of Faith” 
of the Presbyterian church and not feel his 
blood run coid. My God! what havock does 
it make of the human family! How liberally 
does it people the kingdom of Satan! Seven 
hundred and ninety millions of the present 
race of pagans it consigns to destruction with- 
out mercy: Roman Catholicks, Greek Church, 
hereticks, infidels, infants and ideots, all, all 
go to hell. How solitary’ place must be the 
kingdom of righteousness! Away with a doc- 
trine fraught with such ungodly sentiments, 
If true, they would clothe heaven with sack- 
cloth, and if possible make demons how! with 
JOY: 

To the advocates of this unnatural creed 
the balm of kindness should ever be extended ; 
for while they retain one spark of the native 
benevolence of the human heart, or exercise 
the least reflection, they must mourn in bitter 
anguish in view of the horrid destruction 
which they suppose the Creator will make in 
the felicity of his own dear children. 

O. A. B. 
ras or EEE 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
OUR CAUSE IN THE SOUTII. 
( Concluded from page 104.) 


I left our excellent friends in Washington 
with deep regret, and pursued my journey to 
Richmond. At 12 0’clock we left the steam- 
boat wharf for Fredericksburg. This being 
my first visit to the broad and beautiful Poto- 
mac, every object upon which [ cast my eyes, 
had additional interest. I had fondly hoped 
even in my earlier days that some day I should 
have it in my power to make a pilgrimage to 
Mount Vernon—the final resting place of the 
mighty dead. It being impossible to land from 
the steam-boat at Mount Vernon, we were 
obliged in order to visit this place, to leave the 
boat at Alexandria, and travel from thence by 
land. This venerable manor is some eighteen 
or twenty miles from Washington, which city, 
in cleer weather is seen blending its numerous 
buildings in a common mass in the blue misty 
distance. : 

The mansion of Washington, is considera- 
bly higher upon the bank of the river than the 
tomb, and is one hundred and seventy feet 
above the level of the Potomac, which at this 
is nearly a mile and a half in width. The 
house was formerly square or nearly so—but 
additions have been made at each end. While 
Gen. Washington was President he greatly 
improved it, by an addition of a large dining 
hail. ‘The chimney piece in this room is a 


beautiful specimen of white marble, and was @ 
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resent from LaFayette tothe General. This | 
piece of sculpture was executed by the hand of | 
a master—on one side you discover a plough- | 
man unharnessing his horses—on the other an 
exhibition of the domestick concerns of a cot- 
tage. There are also in this room several very 
handsome paintings. ‘Trees are planted very 
thickly about the house ; so much so that one 
would almost imagine himself in a forest. 
Some of them having been planted by Wash- 
ington himself, are very large. Having sur- 
veye 
grounds we bent our way to the narrow bouse 
of the departed. 

The vault is situated on the side of the hill 
and is enclosed by apicket fence. At the en- 
trance there are some oak trees, upon one of 
which was hanging that druidical plant of the 
ancients—the misletoe—leafless and bare of 
fruit but green as the memory of him whose 
ashes jay beneath. Though every other tree 
in the vicinity had been robbed of its verdure 
by the chill hoar frost—thoagh the sere and 
yellow leaf lay in the glen below the sport of 
every breeze—yet this beautiful emblem of the 
glory of the Father of his country, was clothed 
in eternal verdure. ‘The cemetery contains 
several bodies besides that of the General and 
hislady. The walls are of stone arched with 
brick—and is about twelve feet in length. 
The feelings that were elicited on viewing the 
narrow house of him who Jed our father’s bat- 
tles to freedom, might perhaps have been con- 
troled or shaken off—but | was in a mood to 
indulge them. Every object seemed sacred to 
the memory of oneso preeminently distinguish- 
ed above his fellows one whose patriotism, 
was not like the meteor’s gleam that scinti!lates 
fora moment and is then lost forever—but 
like that of the mountain oak, which spreads 
its roots wider and deeper amid the whirlwind 
end the storm! 

After leaving Alexandria there is nothing to 
interest the traveller until he reaches fort 
Washington. From this delightfully situated 

place, the prospect is rarely to be surpassed. 
Far, far behind, you as the boat glides swiftly 
along, is dimly seen through the vapour the 
huge dome of the capitol, rearing its summit 
high towards the heavens—the other publick 
buildings seemed blended in one vague and 
indefinite mass —like the thoughts of a dream. 
Iwas gazing perhaps for the jast time upon a 
city where I had tasted deep of the cup of 
southern liberality—for the last time perhaps 
upon the dwelling place of friends. A few 
more days or years at longest will gtide past— 
yet a little while and we shal! all have gone 
“tothat bourne whence no traveller returns.” 

In Fredericksburg a place of considerable 
business, 1 passed a day very pleasantly with 
some excellent friends from the east. Finding 


the garden, out-houses and adjacent | 





the seed which was sown with the liberal! 
hand of Br. Whittemore but a short time pre- | 


vious springing upip every direction, I tho’t 
it expedient to preach lest I should thereb 
choke the word and render it unfruitfil. The 
discourses of our Bighly esteemed Br. W. were 
emphatically ** @g@@erd ir season.” From Fred- 
ericksburgh to Righmond the roads were at 
this season very bad—-we however reached the 
latter place without accident. 
Richmond, the seat cf government of Vir- 
ginia, is pleasantly situated on the north side 
of James river, immediately below the ‘falls. 
It is very advantageously situated, so far as 
commerce is concerned, having an extensive 
back country affording wheat, tobacco, &c. in 
great abundance. The city is very generally 
built of bricx, and contains many very elegant 
buildings. ‘I'he upper part of the city is built 
on Schochoe Hill, and commands a most ex- 
tensive and delightful prospect, both of the 
river and adjoining country. The capitol is 
situated upon this hill, overlooking the lower 
part of the city, lying on the margin of the 
river. J’rom the capitol the view of the envi- 
rons of the city--of the diversified scene of 
hill and dale is certainly extremely beautiful. 
Besides the capitol there are numerous publick 
buildings—the governor’s house, an elegant 
court-house, alms-house, state prison, armory. 
a museum, an academy of fine arts, &c. &c. 
At the time of my visit the legislature was 
in session, and the Speaker of the house of 
Delegates, being a friend of that gospel which 
bringeth good tidings, there was no difficulty 
in obtaining the use of the Capitol, in which 
to hold our meetings. I arrived on Thursday” 
evening, and preached on Friday evening ; 
and notwithstanding the shortness of the no- 
tice, there were no seats left unoccupied. On 
Sunday morning I met numbers leaving the 
house, it being Impossible to obtain seats. [ 
preached four discourses in Richmond, to,very 
large and highly respectable auditories, who 
by their patient and untiring attention, seem. 
ed willing to know that truth which makes: 
men free~—free from false conceptions respect- 
ing the character of our common Father in 
Heaven—-free from every fear but to do evil— 
frce from all dread but that of transgression. 
In this city our friends are numerous and 
of the first respectability, notwithstanding they 
believe in such a licentious doctrine. It is hard- 
ly necessary to say this, as many of them are 
well known abroad as men of sterling worth. 
A liberal support would be given to amy of our 
preachers, who would be willing to preach 
glad tidings in that region. But in this cjty 
and at Petersburgh, some twer:ty miles distant, 
we have friends who are not sppalled, even at 
the hollow sound ofexcommunication, frien ds 
who are neither afraid, or ashamed, to vindicate 
the doctrine “spoken by the moath of alt 
God’s holy prophets since the world began.” 
The cry here as in almost every other place, 
was, “ come over and help us’”~—shall: this be. 
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unheedéd ? Shall a positio@ so all important 
he left desolate ? 


I hardly know how to eXpfess my acknow- | 
| ry places are glad—and the desert blossoms 


ledgements to onr nzmeroms friends in this 
place, for the many tokens Of their liberality 
to me. The gratefal recollection of their 
kind attentions to a stranger, will cease but 
with my existence. The bright and blessed 
days, which were spent among them will ever 
remain a bright link in the chain of happy as- 
sociations. ‘I'he heart in its most craving mood 
could not require a more cordial welcome. 

Not only would our preachers be weicomed 
in Richmond, Petersburg, Fredericksburg &cu 
but in almost every large town in Virginia. Tn 
conversing with intelligent men from different 
parts of the state, I found that hberal christi- 
anity has not a few advocates in the * Old Do- 
minion.” Verily * the harvest is great but the 
labourers are few. 

Our cause iv Pennsylvania is progressing far 
and wide—the people are awake to a sense of 
duty The signal defeat of the bill to incor- 
porate the American Sunday School Union has 
thrown * poor” Dr. Ely and his “ half million” 
of soldiers entirely in the back ground. ‘The 





tidings fell upon the ear of our orthodox breth- | 
ren like the knell of death--it seemed to say | 


“ Ichabod thy glory is departed.” 


It is a source of unspeakable joy, to reflect | 


that the light of the gospel of God bur Sav- 
iour, is making its way through the mists of 


darkness that cover the earth—that prejudice, | 


that bone of christian fellowship aud brotherly 
love, is fast losing its inflaeuce and power up- 
onthe mind. ‘he habitations of cruelty, the 
very region of the shadow of death, is iliami- 
nated with the mild beams of the Sun of Righ- 
teonsness—the cloud which a few years age 
was not larger than a man’s band, bas well 
nigh ovorspread the horizon, and is pouring 
upon the thirsty ridges copious showers of di- 
‘vine grace. ‘The Almighty seems indeed to 
be taking hold of his strange work—the op- 
posers of our holy religion are daily lessening 
finding it a vain thing to fight against God 
One strong proof of our success is, that we 
have completely triumphed over all the objec- 
tions that bave been urged against us. Where 
are now our oppotents? Where are those who 
told us that where ourdocirine abounded, vice 
and iniqnity Would much more abound ? Where 
now are the soothsayers and prognosticators 
who antiéfpated such awful scenes of darkness 
and desolation, in consequence of the promnl- 
gation of our “ pernicious” sentiments? We 
hehold them in their flight—retreating from 
the field in discomfiture. A voice mighty as 
Omnipotence proclaims liberty to the captives, 
and bigotry trebles her bolts and bars in vain. 
The prophets foretold that the light of the 
sun should be sevenfold—that glorious day is 
now dawning upon the earth. ‘lhe children 
of God have wept during a long and cheerless 
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winter of seperstition—but a season of refresh- 
ing has coriie— and the frezen soil is coaverted 
into a fruitful field—the wilderness and solita- 
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** EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.”* 








EXAMINATION 
Of the “ Articles of Faith and Covenant,” adopted by 
the Preshyicrian Church, in Auburn, Nov. 1817. 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 137. 





In progre 





ing with our brief review of this truly 
Strange production, we are led to notice next ir order 
the following : 

“4. That God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Sun to sufier and die as a sacrifice for sin; 
and that whosoever believeth on him, might not perish, 
but have everlasting life,” 

Here we are informed that God “ loyed the world,” 
This strikes us as peculiarly interesting ; for the best 
of consequences may be expected to arise from this 
love, to every object of it 
arises— Who are here intended by the term “ world ?” 


| Certainly not the elect, for they are supposed to have 


been chosen out of the world and set apart by discri- 
minating grace to stand as monuments of saving mer- 
cy. It would seem, then, that our Presbyterians be- 
lieve that God loved even sinners. are correct 


in this conclusion, may we not ask—-What the effect 


If we 


| of this love will be upon the future condition of those 


denominated “ the world,” who, as we see, are sub- 
jects and objects of the love of God? Think ye that 
love divine hath devised untold torments for any who 


> 


were ever its objects? But they go farther, and in- 


| form usthat “God so loved the world, that he gave 


ee 


his only begotten Son to suffer and die as a sacrifice for 
sins.” Now, here we have a commendation of the 
love of God. The divine Authour of all good is repre- 
sented as having been in earnest, in loving the world. 
To this we might add—that Christ gave himself “a 

ropitiatiun for our sins, and not for ours only, but also 
t- the’sins of the whole world.” This is good news 
indeed! But, guery—\Was it possible for God.to love 
those, who, as expressed in the preceding article of 
this wonderful little book, “in consequence of Adams’ 
disobedience are totally depraved?” Does Ged love 
totally depraved beings? The reply may be, thut he 
loves the souls of sinners. But the soul must be the 
seat of all this depravity! Indeed we aré told, in & 
certain other book, entitled the “ Confession of Faith,” 
&c. that this depravity “runs through the whole 
soul,” and renders the creature incapable of thinking 
a good thought or doing a good act! From thi, then, 


The inquiry naturally’ 
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it would seem, after all, that the Presbyterians make 
their God love sin ! 

But without pressing the matter home too closely, 
we wi!l proceed to consider another item in the article 
before us. God is represented as sending his Son to 
die in commendation of his love for sinners; aud we 


are induced to inquire who or what the person so sent | 
is, in the estimation of the authours of this article of | 


faith. ‘The desired information is coutained in the 
ist article, which has been before noticed. It is thus 
expressed : “ We believe in the existence of one lofi 
nite God, who, although one God, subsists in an in- 
comprehensible Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” 
From this we learn that the Son is as much the one 


j 


j 


Infinite God as either the Father or Holy Ghost; and 
hence we may understand that “God so loved the | 


world that he gave”—Himsexr, “tosuffer and die a 
sacrifice for sin.” An incomprehensible doctrine, tru- 
ly! Let us put these strange things together. 
would seem to believe that there is one Infinile God 
who is but one, and yet he subsists in, or is composed 
of three infinite Gods—Father, Son, and Holy Ghost : 
This Triune Gol made man upright, and yet Liable to 
involve himself und all his posterity in total depravity. 
Asan evidence that the first man wes perfectly up- 
right, we are told that in consequence of Lis disobe- 
dience the doings and exercises of his posterity while 


| think the question was definitely settled. 
They | 


| 
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it is plainly implied, that “some of our sinful jace” 
were not elected, but, as plainly expressed by Calvin— 
. Were “ passed by, and ordained to dishonour and wrath 
for their sins, to the praise of God’s vindictive justice,” 
Now we desire to know if this be the fact, what is in- 
tended in the 5th artici@, above noticed? Can it be 
true that the aionement of Christ is * sufficient for the 
whole human family,” avd yet that but a few will be 
benefitted by it? We are told of a “ sufficient” atone- 
ment; and our dictionary informs us that this word 
signifies “equal to any end or purpose, enough, com- 
petent,” &c. Noone will deny thet the atonement of 
Christ was made for sinners ; and the above article in- 
forms us that it was equal tothe end or purpose for 
which it was designed, Consequently, as the object 
of this atonement, as before expressed, was that the 
world or human family might be saved, we should 
Bat no.— 
Asif the authours of these articles delighted in cont:a- 
dictions, they upset the hopes they had inspired by 


| informing us that the benefits of this “ sufficient” 


| utonement are to be obtained only by the elect ! 


And 
what adds to the mass of folly already accumulated on 


| their hands, is the remaining part of this article. Shoukl 


unregenerate are wholly sinful: and te cap the cli- | 
max, God so loved those totally depraved creatures, | 


that he sent himeelf to die for their sins!! Now, to 
show that all this is perfectly rational, it is added that 
“whosoever believeth on him, might not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” Verily, if believing such a 


mass of contradictious isthe only way to obtain hea- 
ven, we apprehend that few persons of common sense | 


will ever go there. 
exercise of reason can ever continue long in a belief 
soamazingly absurd. 

“5. That the atonement made by Jesus Christ, is 
sufficient for the whole human family.” 

la this article, we have the sum and substance 
Universalism ! 
kind are—no matter whether Adam fei! or not—no 
matter what man shall believe 
ttonement made by Jesus Christ is sugficient for the 
whole human family. So it is declared -by this article 
of faith, and so we believe! 
plain the following : 

%6. That men ave voluntary in their opposition t 
God and holiness; and that the vature of this opposi- 
tion is such, that no one will believe in Christ, but as 

is wrought in the heart, by the renewing influ- 
ences of the Holy Ghost.” 

On this article we have only to say—no matter; the 
atonement of Christ “ is sufficient for the whole hu- 
man family.” 

“7, That God did from eternity elect some of our 
sinful race unto everlasting life, through sanctification 
of the spirit unto obedience and belief of the truth ; 
and that repentance, faith and obedience, are not the 
Cause, bat the effects of theirelection.” ~ 


No matter how great sinners man- 


This will serve to ex- 


We affirm, that no person in the | 


ihe question be asked—will “ faith and obedience” 
secure to any of oursinful race the blessings of the 
atonement, the reply is, as expressed by the maker of 
the articles before us—no, “faith and obedience are 
not the causs, but the Errrcts of their election!” 
But look at the next article. 

“§. That all who truly believe in Christ, will per- 
severe in holiness, being kept by the power of God, 
through faith unto salvation.” 


Now it should be known to the reader, that all this 
noise about faith and holiness is only a piece of Church 
policy. 
view them not as meritorious or praiseworthy, but 


For while they speek of those things they 


Hence, 
afier all, the whole of man’s salvation rests upon the 


merely as the effects of previous -election. 


| foreordination and election of God, and good works 


or disbeliceve— he | 


we only necessary to convince the priests that those 
who are religious have been elected—a matter of little 
consequence we should think, as their salvation would 
be just as sure without these evidences as with. The 


' whole duty of the propagators of the scheme under 





From the foregoing article it would seem that 


“some of our sinful race” were elected to everlasting 


life, from eternity.and though the @ét is not expressed, | 


examination, would therefore seem to be, to run 
around the world to find out whom God has, by his 
secret will, elected before the foundation of the world 
tu eternel glory; and then to reveal the whole mystery 
As the non- 
elect are not very deeply interested in knowing who 
are to be the vessels of mercy, we would advise them 
to let the priests bear their own expenses ina work so 
exclusively concerning themselves. 

To be continued. 

eC EE 


by proclaiming the secret tothe world! 





ANOTHER CONVERSION IN THE MINISTRY. 

We take pleasure in announcing, on authority of a 
letter from Er, ]. Whitnall of Middleport, Niagara co, 
N. Y. that a venerable preacher of the Baptist cor, 
nexion has renounced the heathen dogma of endless 
torture and embraced the * faith once delivered to the 
saints.” ‘ Yesterday,” exnys our correspondent, “} 
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heard Elder Duicher preach, who was excommunica- | tual Interests,’ and established at Kendal, O- 
ied last week at Geines from the Baptist Church, for hio, shall hereafter be known and designated 
embracing and preaching the doctrine of Universalism! | by the name of “ Kendal Community.” 


Tle isan aged man, and appears strong in the faith of 


the Gospel. He is a well !nown upright moral mao, 
and we ought to wish him “od speed.” > Thus liberal 
prisciples are gaining ground, and even the aged vete- 
rans in the cause of orthodoxy are blessed by an in- 


crease of light. One afier another is added to our 


cause, and the omnipotent energies of truth will yet | 


tear the mask from hypocricy and rise to 2 magnificent 
temple over the ruins of priest-craft, errour, and fana- 


ticiam. Amen! 
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munity,” is published by request. We cheerfully 
comply wiih the solicitations of our friends, believing 
that the community system, properly organized and 
‘conducted, will Jead to the best practical results. The 
Warm expectations of its friends may never, in all 
things, be fully realized ; but we earnestly desire the 
‘prosperity of the undertaking. It is an act of justice 
to the Keadal Community to observe, that their moral 
characters are above reproach or suspicion. Their 
location is said tocombine many advantages, being on 
the Ohio Canal and in a healthy and flourishing section 
of country. They aim at obtuining a competency of 


The following Constitution of the “Kendal Com- , 





; 


} 


‘ 





the world’s good things by industry and frugality ; | 


while a paramount ebyect with them is to secure 
themselves from the rapacity of the learned and indo- 
lent. Their school will afford the best means of acqui- 
ring practical as well as theoretical knowledge, it being 
-conducted upun the Monitorial and Pestalozzian plan ; 
and it would not be surprising to us, were they ulti- 
matcly to become so wise that the priests of Baal— 
those money-loving geatry who beg our cash for the 
good of our souls—should not be needed among them. 
Atali events, the Society peacefully pursues its mea- 
sures, Without molesting others, and we desire that 


prosperity may attend its exertions, We have azsu- 


rances that applications for admittance are daily made; | 


and no doubt they will soon collect an efficient num- 
ber for all useful purposes. 
enterprising farmers and mechanicks; but we are in- 
structed to say that no profane or immoral person need 


tlemen whose names are attuched to the Constitution, 

postage paid, will receive attention. 

At a regular meeting of the Friendly Association 
Sor mutual interests, held the 9th of March, 
1828, a proposal was made to revise the Con- 
stitution and bye-laws of the society, and a 
committee was appoinied, who presented the 
following, which was considered and adopted 
by the Community. And it was also enacted 
that the old constitution and all former bye- 
laws are superceded and repealed. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article 1. The, society heretofore known by 

the name of the “ Friendly Association for Mu- 


There is yet room for | 





| 


Ariicle'2. The “ Keadal Community” will, 
by the adoption of this Constitution, recognize 
and assume al! debts heretofore contracted for, 
and by authority of the “ Friendly Association 
for Mutual Interests,” and especially all the 
debts heretofore contracted on account of lands 
in Kendal and its vicinity, deeded to said As- 
sociation, and for which notes were given by 
those persons then members of said Assovia- 
tion ; for the payment of which notes all who 
become members hereby pledge their best ex- 
ertions individually and collectively. 

Article 3. ‘The Community shall hold stated 
meetings, consisting of men and women, by 
whom all rules and regulations shal] be made, 
and before whom aii the business of the socicty 
shall be laid. They shall appoint a Clerk, a 
Treasurer, and such Commissioners, Delegates, 
and Committees, as may be necessary to tran- 


| sact the business of the society, who shall make 


report to the meetings for business. 

Article 4. All offices shall be filled annually, 
except the trustees who hold in trust the real 
estate belonging te the community, who shall 
be renewed whenever the community think 
proper. The number of trustees shall not be 
more than twelve nor less than five. 

Article 5. The annual election shall be on 
the first Monday in December, and those elect- 
ed shall continue their office one year from the 
first day of Jan. succeeding if not superceded. 

Article 6. Five Commissioners shall be cho- 
sei as agents for the society, whose duty it 
shall be to take the genera! superintendence of 
all the business of the society, to do and tran- 
sact all the business of the society with those 
out of the community, whose names shall be 
published in a publick paper of this county, 
with whose proceedings we bind ourselves to 
acquiesce, and whose contracts we bind our- 
selves to fulfil, in all cases, excepting sales of 
real estate. 

Article 7. Ail members must be moral and 
industrious. . 


Article 8. Every member shall be alike en- 


apply. Letters addressed to either or all of the gen- | titled to all the privileges of the society, and 
| the comforts afforded thereby, and with the 


peculiar religious opinions of the members we 
will not interfere. 

Article 9. On the admission of each mem- 
ber, an inventory and estimate of the property, 
household furniture excepted, he or she may 
put into the company’s stock, shali be entered 
in the company’s book to his or her credit, 
provided such property be deemed usefu! to 
the company. 

Article 10. It is required that all the mem- 
bers render their best services for the welfare 
of the company, according to their age, expe- 
rience, and capacity, and if inexperienced in 
that which is useful they apply diligently te 
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aequire the knowledge of some useful oceupa- 
tion or employment. 

Article 11. if at any time there shall not be 
a sufficient number of persons in the company 
fully competent to the management of the dilf- 
ferent branches of industry, the company shall 
engage the assistance of skilful practical men 
from general society. 

Article 12. In sickness, or when accidents 
occur, every care shall be taken of the parties, 
medical aid afforded, and al! the attention shewn 
them that kindness can suggest. 

Article 13. The company will not be an- 
swerable for the debts of individual members, 
contracted either previous to or during mem- 
bership. 

Article 14. Any adult member being a legal 
testator may devise by will, to, or out of the 
company, such balance as may appear to the 
credit of his or her account, ut the time of de- 
cease. 

Article 15. Children of deceased members 
shall be equally cherished, protected, and edu- 
cated with those of living members. 

Article 16. The company will provide as 
soon as their funds will admit, suitable build- 
ings and able teachers to instruct in the best 
moral, physical and mental education all the 
children of the community. ‘The mode of ed- 
ucation always combining practice with theory. 

Article 17. At the close of each year an in- 
ventory shall be taken of all the property be- 
longing to the society, and to each male mem- 
ber shall be credited two shares, and to each 
female member shall be ¢redited one share of 
the annual increase of the same, but if there 
be a loss, the same shall be charged in like 
proportion. 

Article 18. All members who have hereto- 
fore vested or who shall hereafter vest capital, 
either cash, real estate, personal property or 
security for the benefit of the society shall not 
withdraw it, or any part thereof, until the ex- 
piration of five years from the time said pro- 
petty was vested for the above purposes. 

Article 19. Ail matters of settlement be- 
tween members of the society, or between the 
society and persons disowned or withdrawing 
from the society shall, in case the parties can- 
Not agree, be left to arbitrators, each party 
choosing one, which two arbitrators shall choose 
a third, whose decision shall be final. 

Article 20. After the expiration of five years 
from the time the property was received each 
and every member of the society at his or her 
request (by first giving six months notice) shal! 
receive the capital vested by them, likewise 
their interest either real or personal, in the 
following manner, viz. their share of personal 
property when demanded, in such property as 
the society may then possess, always having 
reference to such property as the individual 
furnished. For eash and their share of real 





estate, they shall receive cash, to be paid in 
four equal annual payments. 

Article 21. A majority of the members pre- 
sent at a regular meeting, shall decide in all 
cases except in admitting and disowning mem- 
bers, and making alterations or amendments to 
the constitution, in which last cases, the con- 
sent of three fourths of all the members must 
be obtained. 

Article 22. Every person elected a member 
agreeably to, and signing this constitution shall 
be considered a member of the Kendal Com- 
munity. 

The Commissioners for this year are 

ASA K. BURROUGHS, | JOHN HARMON, 
AMASA BAILEY, WILLIAM G. MACY, 
SAMUEL UNDERHILL. 

Serta wise 
PREACHING, 

A very able and scrupulously orthoerdox 
divine, and one who labored diligently in the 
cause ofhis Divine Master, in a sermon, on 
the efficacy of preaching, says—“There is a 
strain of preaching which, although it wears 
the garb of zeal, isseldom a proof of any power 
but tue power of self. 1 mean angry, scold- 
ing preaching The gospel is a benevolent 
scheme’ and whosoever speaks in the power 
of it, will assuredly speak in love. In the most 
faithful rebukes of sin in the most solema dec- 
laration of God’s displeasure against it, a 
preacher may giye evidence of a disposition 
of good will and compassion to sinners, and 
assuredly will if he speak under the influ- 
ence of the power of truth. Ifwecan indulge 
in invective and bitterness : we are but 
gratifyng our own evil tempers, under the 
pretence of a concern for the cause of God 
and Truth” 








See 
REVIVALS. 

[The following is the conclusion of an interesting 
series of original articles on Revivals, lately publish- 
ed in the Old Hampshire (Northampton) Post. 

Let me in conclusion briefly allade to some 
of the usual effects of Revivals. First, these 
effects are very seldom of long continuance, 
As regards the whole community, on which 
they operate, they are never of long continu-~ 
ance. Alihough I have no means of stating 
or examining a very large number of cases, | 
will venture the assertion, that no Revival has 
been known to continue more than one year. It 
is possible | may be wrong io this: but I am 
confident if there are any instances of their 
continuing longer, they are but rare excep- 
tions. Ofthose which constitute the rule, the 
term of duration seldom exceeds six months.— 
And this alone proves them to be unnatural, 
forced, and not to be relied op. , That cannot 
be a natural, or a bealthfal state of religious 
feeling, which from its nature cannot continue 
—containing within itself the seeds of its own 
destraction. Religion, if I know any thing 
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aboutvit, ts designed to affect men constantly | powers and all the affections, men do not fear 
and oniformly, nut by starts, and temporary | to act upon this principle; to do that which 


visitation, it wishes to supply principles and 
motives in accordance with our patare and 
condition, such as may and must continually 
operate upon us. flow unlike this are the 
feelings awakened by Reviva's! Who ever 
supposed these feelings could continue long ? 
Nay, I will ask who ever desired that these 
feelings the state of things which a Revival 
produces, should continue long? It is actu- 
wily difficult to picture to one’s imagination, 
the case of a tuwn being constantly, for a 
a series of years, under such‘influence. And 
verily L doubt, if many individuals can be 
feund, among even the warm friends of Re- 
vivals, who on cool and mature deliberation 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| experience, fact ? 


they would think folly and madness in any 
thing else. Truly it is folly and madness in 
the extreme to rely on the impressions thet 
are made, and the changes that are supposed 
tobe wrought uoder such circumstances as 
attend a Revival. Human nature itself must 
be entirely changed, befure it will authorise us 
to. confide in or to desire such things. 

So reason and analogy testify. What says 
Let the state of any peo- 


' ple a few years afier a great Revival give the 


answer 1 can produce instances, indeed ] 


doubt if many of the opposite can be produ- 


ced, m which the deadness of the calm bears 


lanawfal proportion to the violence of the 


vonld desire that the town in which they live | 
should be always visited by one of these ex- | 
| to throw off half of those whom a Revival 


citemeats I this be so, does it prove nothing ? 

Next, consider the effects of Revivals on 
individuals. Thesé too are transient. Of ne- 
cessity and from their very natare they are so. 
The change, where a change is produced. is 
sudden; and sudden changes we all know, 
are less likely to be‘permanent than those that 
are gradual. They are not to he relied on. 
They form no part of the great system of God's 
moral or natural government. They are never 
brought about except by violent and extraor- 
dinary causes; vod when these cease to ope- 
rate, as of course they svon must, there is 
always danger, there is always a probability, 
that the effects will cease also; and that the 
subjects will be no better, but generally worse 
than before. This of itself isa sufficient rea- 
son for distrusting such changes, and not desi- 
ring them; or at least for preferring a more 
gradual and natural progress. 
things is that, in which nothing shouid be done 
under the influence of passion or uunatural 
excitement And that its great work, its 
whole work, the change which is regarded as 
the one thing needful, before which there cau 


Avhgion of all | 


| swept within their pale in crowds. 


preceding storm. ‘There are charcbhes near 
me, which, if 1 mistake not, would be glad 


Children, 
received into the band of the faithful at an 
age when it was impossible the mind could re- 
ceive aclear, or the heart a lasting impression 
--under the direct operation of an excitement 
too strong for the rational action of the pow. 
ers of any age—have forgotten their vows 
and returned, not perhaps to actnal sin, but 
to a state inconsistent with the professions 
they were required to make, a worse state 
than before. Men, who once had been slaves 
to bad babits, but in one of these remarkable 
seasons were aj parently changed, and recog- 
nized as members of a pure church, after the 
season had been passed, ‘and the excitement 
subsided, have found the “ old man” returning 
upon them, and yielded themselves op to 
their former habits, with entire recklessness, 
or desperation, or, worse than all, in a state 
of fancied security. Of all the maltiiude of 
cases, where such men have been powerfully 


| wrought upon and technically converted, I 
| have been able to bear of but one or two in- 


be-no peace, and after which there need be no | 


fears—that this change is to be wrought and 


this work done under the direct influence of | 
the strongest animal excitement, is a little | some friend of Revivals would come forward, 


/and by a fair examinatien aud exposition of 


more than we can believe—and if true, would 
be more than we could safely coofide in, as 
permanent and sure. Who, let me ask, who 
of any opinions or feelings would be willing, 
that any other important work should be dove 
under similar influences? Who in worldly 
matters would take or promise, a bond of 
pledge in a moment of strong feeling, of great 
and uncommon excitement 1? Who would think 
it safe or right to enter into a social compact 
with a person acted upon by extraordinary in- 
fluences, whic he knew would not operate 
Jong? Not one. All will answer, not one. 


Yet in religion, the most important, infinitely 
the most solemn of all concerns, that which 
calls for the clear and calm exercise of all the 


ices nay be found at every turn. 


stances in which the change was permanent 


and truly salutary: while the opposite iustan- 
I shall be 


glad if this statement can be refuted. 1 wish 


facts, show that in any place-there have been 
as many true conversions as false: as much 
good as evil produced. It does seem as if 
they never thought of this; as if (hey had the 
evil wholly out of the account, calculated only 
the many cases that promised well, and the 
few that proved well: the maltitude that made 
a good profession, but not the multitude that 
afterward led inconsistent and bad lives. 

Let the promoters of Revivals think of this. 
Laying aside all bias of opinion, all love of par- 
ty, all desire of fame and preeminence for them- 
selves or their cause——let them faitly weigh 
the positive evilagainst the positive good.— 
Let them consider in how large a proportion 
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————— 
of what they cail conversions the impressions 
made, however flattering, pass away with the 
occasion; how many of the round numbers 


which in almost every orthodox journal are | 


blazoned forth to the world as ‘entertaining a 


hope,’ prove to have/deceived themscives and | 


others. Let them consider bow few of those 
on Whom lasting impressions are made, are 


actaally iaproved, made better, more hum-| 


ble, more temperate. honest and traly reli- 
gious. Let. them sobstract from the umount 
allon whom the impressions are ere impress- 
jons—enlisting strong feclings—awakeuving new 


geal—strengthening aliaclient to ducirine, | 


party, profession, and all outwurd service, but 
not mending the temper not subduing the 
the passions, not purifying the heart, not ma- 
king better fathers or mothers, husbands o: 
wives, children or servants, neighbors or mem- 
bers of society. Let them number the cases 
in which a deceiving self-complacency is pro 


duced—the kind sympathies chilled—— he char- | 


ities of life checked--the temper soured-— 
bigotry strengthened, idle and malicious tak 

bearing encouraged, alienation of friends occa- 
sioned, parents led to forsake their houses and 
neglect their children, chiidren allowed, if net 


taught, to show disrespect and disobedience to | 


unbelieving parents, servants and the young 


generally seduced, from their appointed duties | 


and lifted up with pleasing but most hurtful no 


tions of seli-iaportance, and in a word, reli-| 
gion made to consist m apy thing and every | 
thing but a good life, 1 say, let the friends aod | 


promoters of Revivals think of these things. 
impartially, seriously, and in the fear of God. 
let thein weigh them against the certain, per- 
manent good resulting from these excitements 
andlet them say, whether they can in cop 


science encourage what are now called Revi- 


vals, whether they believe them to be the work 


of Godl’s Spirit, and conducive to mun’s best tn- 


terests, 
From the American S. S. Maazine. 
A GREAT READER OF THE BIBLE. 


Mr. Job Potter, a native of that part of| 


New-Haven in Connecticut, which is. now 


Hamden, died at Meadville in Pennsylvania on | 


the fourth day of October last, in the seventy 
sixth year of his age. 


Having during cleven years previously to 


| voluminons reading, lie read the Bible through, 
lin course, tuking due proportions of the Old 
/and New ‘Testament, in regular order, no Jess 
than forty seven times, he was advanced in the 
48th time to the eud of the Epistle to the Ro- 
nans, and to that part of the book of Job, 
where he read, the last time he opened the sa- 
‘cred volume, I know that my Redcemer liveth. 
li was his remark, that something new oc- 
| curred every tine he read it, and that he found 
an inexbaustible source of consolation. He 
disclaimed ail dependeuce on his own works of 
righteousness. Hts sule reliance fer salvation 
was on the merits of the dear Redeemer, and 
his end was peace, 


The editor of this paper has enjoyed the pleasure of 
an acquaintance with the subject of the above notice, 
‘and speaks advised!y in saying that the*venerable Mr, 

Potter, (father of H. B. Potter, Esq. of Buffalo) was 
‘a confirmed believer in the final restitution of all 
things. We have noticed with peculiar pleasure the 
| wel! deserved encomiums which have been bestowed 
upon his character, by orthodox papers, but think it 
sow time to let them know, that. for once, they have 
: Traly 
this father in Israe! could say—“ I know that my Re- 
| deemer liveth.—Epitor. 


lone justice to the memory of an Universalist. 








One of the maxims of the great De Witt 
was, that a man sliould be careful of his bealth, 
ind cafeless of his life; careful of that glori- 
as boon of Heaven, withoat which bothiog 
ffectually is to be done; and careless of that 
gift of Heaven, which is bestuwed upon us 
merely asa loan, to be sacrificed to duiy. to 
honodr, and to principle, and which is ili re- 
i deemed at the expense of e:ther 








GBITU A RY. 
DIED—At Truxion, on Sunday the 20th of April, 
Viss CAROLINE WHITWOOY, elder daughter of 
| Mr. Charles Whitwood, in the 27th year of her age. 
To a benevolent and amiable disposition in the de- 
ceased, was blended a strong and wel! cultivated mind, 
She had long beenan unwavering believer in the firral 
restoration and happiness of the whole humaw family, 
and gave the most conclusive evidence at her death of 
the consolations resulting from such a belief at the 
| trying hour. She had, for several days previous to 
her death, been convinced that her cissolution was 
| rapidly approaching, and spoke of the event with the 
| most perfect composure. She called her weeping rela- 
lives around her, and conversed with them in the most 
kind and affectionate manner, and when asked wheth- 














the close of life beep ao inhabitant, of this vil-| or she had any doubts as to her future happiness, she 

lage, and having access to the library of Alle- answered with emphasis, that she could not doubt the 
ghany College. it may be remarked, that no! sooduess of that Saviour in whose arms she expected 
one read so, many of the valuable historical | 907 '0 sleep. 

. oe ag ge of this inst.tution as did | To Corrmsrospents.—* A. C. is received, but 
-pmphaag vn t het: in all that = too late for insertion this week.—Several other articles 

ae 8 sO rom fis youth ul days, he was * | are on file and will be attended to soon. 

daily and diligent reader of the Bible. It is| 

afact to which it would be hardly possible to| [G Those indebted for the Fifth Volume of this 
ind a paraltel, that, insix years #nd six months | paper are affectionately, but earnestly requested to 

Ptior to his death, notwithstanding his other! forward their dues to G. Tuttle, without delay. 
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GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
{: From the Christian Advocate and Journal. 
WHAT IS RELIGION ? 
RE xiGrIon is a power divine, 
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FRoM THE NEW-YORK MIRROR. 
REFLECTIONS. 
Tuere isan hour of deep repose, 
When oft I sit and muse alone ; 
And oft the silent tear-drop flows 
Fast for mine own and others’ woes, 
And days appear that long have flown. 


Frail world ! the joys thy path that light 
Are transient, seldom seen, and few : 

Scaree e’en one hope, or fancy bright, 

Can cheer the heart, or glad the sight, 
Ere lost in disappointment’s hue. 


Frail world! oh, who thy joys would love, 

So perishable, and so vain! 
Strange! that those joys our hearts can move, 
When oft deceitful, false, they prove, 

And only teach us to complain. 


Jn youth, our hearts with hope are gay, 
In colours bright the world’s arrayed— 

We see some hively phantom’s ray, 

Pursue it through life’s toilsome way, 
And find at last we grasp—a shade. 


The form of beauty meets our eye— 
We gaz> upon it with delight ; 

Yet often heave the saddened sigh, 

To think how soon that form must die, 
Be closed the eye that shone so bright. 


The phantom, hope, allures us on, 
And points to pleasure’s distant ray; 

And when at last the path we’ve won, 

The mocking meteor still doth shun 
Our touch, and faster flies away. 


Ambition, fame—oh ! what are they ? 
‘he Jake that mocks the thirsty lip, 
‘That shines so flattering to hetray, 
And with siill keener tortures stay 
‘The wretch, who hoped their sweets to sip, 


The charms that deck the muse’s bower, 
Not long are pleasing to the sight ; 
And even love and friendship’s power 
Are but the meteors of an hour, 
Scarce seen ere sunk ia sorrow’s night. 


And for thy wees—oh ! who would weep, 
Frail world ?—thyt are so quickly o’er— 
They soon are lost in death’s cold sleep, 
And in oblivion soon we stecp 
Memory of ull we felt before, 


Tis true, thy woes are oft severe: 
Adversity’s deep-piercing dart-— 
Disdain’s harsh frown—contempt’s cold sneer— 
Neglect from those-to us most dear— 
These are what deeply wring the heart. 


Yet say, why shoul? we weep for these ? 
‘They are uaworthy of a tear, 
Though oft the trusting heart will freeze, 
When, in its glowing sympathies, 
"Tis wounded, shrink not thou to bear, 


As thy long train of ills appear— 

Oh world! so fetalio repose— 
Sickens the heart with grief and fear ; 
Yet weak is he who sheds a tear, 

Or heaves a sigh, for human woes, 


But thou who well these ills canst bear, 
Still thy unshrinking course pursue ; 
Short, short the world’s vain troubles are, 
And soon, in regions bright and fair, 
Thou’lt smile, and deem them brief and few. 
ME Xe eS 
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Religion is abundant grace, 


Religion is a bright display 


Religion is humility, 





Religion patiently endures 


Religion is the purest stream 
Of tove to God, abd all mankind ; 
And when its crystal currents teem, 
The most substantial blias we find, 


A sacred unction from above ; 
Theaitributes of God, which shine 
With radiant beams of truth and love. 


And holiness to mortals given ; 
Redemption for the human race, 
[ntrinsick happiness from heaven. 


Of thitigs most lovely, just and true’; 
| Its splendours do illume our way, 
And bring celestial scenes to view. 


The loveliest habit of the mind ; 
Tis faith and hope and charity, 
And gracious fruits of every kind. 


Religion pours transcendent peace 
In rich profusion o’er the soul ; 
And all discordant passions cease, 
While pure delight pervades the whole, 


With ills immense, and grief extreme ; 
And sweetly by the cross allures 
To brighter worlds of bliss supreme. 


Religion sheds consoling tears 
1 O’er human wo and deep distress, 
And comfort in abundance bears 


} To widows and the fatherless. 


{ Religion ig u #ittue, pure 


Aod graceful, permanent and kind ; 
Which shall to endless years endure, 


The richest solace of the mind. 


} 

Religion is the throne of God, 

| Where angels chant their hymns of praise, 
Its heauteous rays extend abroad, 

Spreading the boundless light of truth. 


Religion is immortal love, 


Alas! but what I can. 


My nothingness, my wants, 
My sins, and my contrition. 


The bliss of ransom’é souls in heaven ; 
Its radiance fills the realms above, 
Where everlasting life is given. 


Religion ! oh the levely sound! 
Long may its pleasures charm my breast, 
*Till my triumphant soul shall bound 
To mansions of eternal rest. 
bc | 
IMITATION FROM THE PERSIAN. 
BY SOUTHEY. 
Lord! who art merciful as well as just, 
Incline thine ear to me, a child of dust! 
Not whatI would, O Lord, I offer thee, 


Father Almighty, who hast ade me.man, 

And bade me look to Heaven, for thou art there, 
Accept my sacrifice and humble prayer. 

Four things which are vot in thy treasury 

I lay before thee, Lord, with tefs petition— 
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